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THE POSSIBLE 

IMPOSSIBILITY 

• Matthew 14:22-33 

It’s impossible! It’s ridiculous! I can’t go on! It’s beyond me! I’m sinking into a 

heap!  Does anything of that resonate with you? Then you will have feelings for 

Peter. In the dark, early hours of the morning the disciples were making heavy 

going of rowing their boat across the wind-swept, turbulent sea when they 

recognized Jesus coming toward them across the water. No, he reassured them, it 

really was he, they had no need to be afraid.  Yes, he told Peter, it’s OK for you to 

come meet me, so Peter leapt out of the boat and went across the water, but he 

hadn’t gone far before he realized what he had done.  

People can’t walk on water. It’s impossible. And he couldn’t. He began to sink. 

“Save me!” he cried, and Jesus took him by the hand rebuking him for his lack of 

faith. Faith overcomes fear, but if fear takes over faith goes out the window.  With 

faith the impossible becomes possible. They clambered back into the boat and the 

crew resumed their rowing, but now it was different. The wind abated and the 

waves subsided and they sensed the presence of the very Lord of Creation.  

The Creator is present in the Christ as Christ is present in the Creator. To place our 

faith in Jesus Christ is to entrust ourselves to the God of creation. Faith moves 

mountains, but faith in God as embodied by Jesus transforms the mountains from 

being threatening, foreboding obstacles to being the heights from which we see the 

vista of God’s remade world. When people say that the way outlined in the Sermon 

on the Mount (Matthew chapters 5-7) is impossible, Jesus meets us with, “You of 

little faith, why do you doubt?” 

• Have you ever found yourself in an apparently impossible situation? 

• How did you come through it? 

• Can you think of occasions when faith in a doctor or some other person 

brought you through an apparently hopeless situation? 

• Is it realistic to think that we can live perfectly the way of Jesus given the 

sort of world that we live in?            Rev Ron Potter 
•  

https://www.piulapublications.com/why-look-elsewhere/


Matthew 14:22-33 

Jesus Walks on the Water 

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of 

him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed 

them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he 

was there alone,  

24 and the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the 

waves because the wind was against it. 

25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake.  

26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a 

ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 

27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 

28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 

29 “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water 

and came toward Jesus.  

30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, 

“Lord, save me!” 

31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little 

faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” 

32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those 

who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 

 

 


