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Val Sims

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
VAL!!

Please remember,
attending worship affirms that you do not
have COVID-19, or symptoms associated
with COVID-19, or awaiting results from a
COVID-19 test, or have been to a designated
‘hotspot’, or have not been in contact with
any known or suspected cases of COVID-19,
or that you have been in contact with anyone
who has travelled from overseas in the past
14 days. Please be aware that persons aged
70 and over, and people with chronic
medical conditions are at a greater risk of
serious illness by involvement in public
group places. We all must still be attentive to
all
guidelines
directed
by health
professionals as much as we can.

TO JACKY AND
DELL

Nambour Uniting Church
9AM Sunday Worship Service
We are called to be evidence of God’s
love breaking into the world

SUNDAY 18th April 2021
Pastor Margaret
Acts 3:12-19 NIV

Adapted from Sermon Writer

The context for this text goes back to the Gospel of Luke (Luke wrote both the
Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles). In his Gospel, Luke tells about:
• The chief priests and scribes “how they might put him to death” (Luke 22:2).
• Judas’ betrayal and Jesus arrest (Luke 22:47-53).
• Peter’s denial (Luke 22:54-62).
• The mocking and beating of Jesus (Luke 22:63-65).
• The council of the elders of the people who found Jesus guilty (Luke 22:66-70).
• Jesus’ trials before Pilate and Herod (Luke 23:1-12).
• The crowd’s choosing Barabbas rather than Jesus (Luke 23:13-25).
• The crucifixion (Luke 23:26-49).
Then he tells about the resurrection (Luke 24:1-12)––and Jesus’ appearance to
two men on the road to Emmaus and to the gathered disciples (Luke 24:13-49) –
and Jesus’ ascension (Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:6-11).
In these accounts, Luke points a finger at a number of people who failed Jesus:
Judas, absolutely, but Peter as well––the chief priests and elders, but also the
crowd––Pilate, of course, and also Herod. The Roman soldiers carried out the
execution and joined in the mocking (Luke 23:36), as did the one of the thieves
who was crucified with Jesus (23:39). In other words, when Jesus was crucified,
many hands were bloodied. Their guilt forms the background for this text.
Luke then tells the Pentecost story (Acts 2), where Peter tells the assembled
crowd about Jesus and then says, “Him, being delivered up by the determined
counsel and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by the hand of lawless men,
crucified and killed” (2:23).
continued next pages

THIRD SUNDAY
OF EASTER

Nambour Uniting Church
Welcome to our Sunday Worship Service

The Nambour congregation welcomes everyone to worship.
Please welcome Pastor Margaret as we accept all who gather to worship in peace,
with an invitation to pray and reflect in the Prayer Chapel at any time our Church is open.
May the peace of the Lord be with you
Pastor Margaret continued

There are several common elements between Peter’s sermon at Pentecost and his sermon at
Solomon’s Portico:
• The address. “You men of Judea” (Acts 2:14) and “You men of Israel” (3:12)
• Misconception.“For these aren’t drunken”(2:15) and“Why do you fasten your eyes on us”
• Reference to ancestors. David (2:25) and Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (3:13)
• Guilt. “crucified and killed” (Acts 2:23) and “But you denied…and killed” (3:14-15)
• Resurrection. “This Jesus God raised up” (2:32) and “whom God raised” (3:15)
• Glorification. “Exalted” (2:33) and “glorified” (3:13)
• Call to repentance. “Repent and be baptized” (2:38) and “Repent therefore” (3:19)
• Conversions. Three thousand at Pentecost (2:41) and five thousand here (4:4)

Activities in our Church this week;
Sunday 18th April 2021
Sunday Worship Service 9AM
Alcoholics Anonymous 6PM-8PM
Monday
Sunshine Linus 8.30AM-2.30PM
Tuesday
Indoor Bowls 9AM-12noon
Narcotics Australia 12noon-2PM
Wednesday
Nambour Floral Art Society 8AM-12noon
Alcoholics Anonymous 5.30PM-8PM
Thursday
Adult fellowship 9AM-12noon
Narcotics Australia 12noon-2PM
Saturday 24th April 2021
Nambour Orchid Society 12.15PM-4.15PM
Narcotics Australia 6PM-9PM

OUR MORE IMMEDIATE REVEAL is the healing of a man who was lame from birth
(3:1-10). When Peter and John encountered this man in the temple, he thought that they
would give him alms. Instead, Peter said, “Silver and gold have I none, but what I have, that I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up and walk!” (3:6).
Peter helped him up, and the man began “walking, leaping, and praising God” (3:8). “All the people” saw it (3:9) and” filled with wonder and amazement at what had
happened to him” (3:10).
Then Luke reports, “As the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the porch that is called Solomon’s, greatly
wondering” (3:11). Solomon’s Portico was a part of the Jerusalem temple where rabbis often conducted their teaching. Luke will mention Solomon’s Portico again in
chapter five, when he tells of Jesus’ disciples carrying on a powerful healing ministry there.
Peter looks to making the people understand it was not them but Jesus, whose power has made this man walk!
ACTS 3:12. WHY DO YOU FASTEN YOUR EYES ON US?
When Peter saw it, he responded to the people, “You men of Israel, why do you marvel at this man? Why do you fasten your eyes on us, as though by our own
power or godliness we had made him walk?
It is the healing of the lame man that has drawn this crowd and presented Peter with this opportunity to proclaim the risen Christ. The man had been lame from birth
(3:2). They had seen him begging for alms at the gate of the temple every day for years, so his was a familiar face (3:2). There was no cure for someone born lame,
so everyone understood that his condition was hopeless. But now they see this hopeless man “walking, leaping, and praising God” (3:8). “They recognised him…They
were filled with wonder and amazement” (3:10). The crowd would naturally attribute this miraculous healing to Peter and John, the ones who “took him (the lame man)
by the right hand, and raised him up” (3:7). But Peter’s first act is to correct that misconception. It was neither their power nor their piety that made it possible for the
man to walk. In verse 16, he will tell them who was responsible––but first, he would preach them a sermon.
As we have come through the days of the death & resurrection of Christ;
have you been strengthened? have been brave?
where have you proclaimed the Gospel of Jesus as a Christian
who knows and walks with Him?
Pastor Margaret

Adult Fellowship is due to gather next Thursday, 22nd April
We have been in recess for some time so let’s get together
again and go and share a good cuppa - meeting here at 9.30.
Please tell us what you think on Sunday!

